LORENCE
boasts a re-
markable
quartette of
American
women — a
St. Louis
woman who
stands among the best voice
teachers in the Italian city;
a woman physician from
San Francisco; a daughter
of Brooklyn who, when
barely out of .her teens,
founded and maintained by
hier own energy and funds
an institution which aspires
to be called “The American
Industrial School for Ital-
tan Working Girls;” and a
Philadelphia woman con-
ducting .an “Arts and
Crafts.”

The first of these, Mme.
Barracchia, as Kate Bens-
berg, achieved an enviable
success in Italian opera, ap-
pearing for some years as
prima donna in the chief
Italian cities and in Monte-
video with the celebrated
Ferrari Opera Company.

As a young girl, she was
sent to Stuttgart, where she
studied under Mme. Schroe-
der. under whose patronage
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s8he made her debut at
Kroll's Theater, in Berlin,
while still in her teens.
After a season she went to
London. There she studied
oratorio and appeared with
the Carl Rosa Opera Com-
pany. After two years she
came back to America, and
for three seasons she sang
in operatic concerts.

ITH the object of further
W study Madame Barracchia
th returned to Paris,

where she became a favor-
ite pupi! of Madame Marchesl. During
her studies in the French capital she
was often heard as a soloist at the
American church in the Rue de Berry.

The Paris Figaro, speaking of her
volce, called it “the volce of an
angel.” Sonzogno, the famous Milan-

eseé publisher and impresario, saw in
her an ideal prima donna for Italy,
and offered her an engagement, which
she promptly accepted Under his
management she appeared with great
success in Ambroise Thomas' “Ham-
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Mme. Barrucchia, singer.

Dr. Mary Harriss, physician.
Signora Conti, philanthropist.
Mrs. A. M. Cobb, publisher
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¢la,” and many other operas. Shs also
created the chief reole in Leoncavallo’s

interrupted her
career for a time, and when she reap-
was in Llondomn in the
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Wood f two years her work was
again interrupted, this time by the
death of her husband, and she re-
turmed to Italy. She settled in Flor-
ence as a teacher of singing. Madame
Barraocchia has very decided views on
the American girl students abroad
Speaking of it recently, she sail:

“As a rule, the American gir! comes
abroad for volce study too late. Three
to four years of study ought tc fit a
¢ for & public career, and the
d be ready, speaking, of oourse,
on general principles, when she Iis

abut twenty-five or six, at the latest.””
“Do you find the American girl stu-
dert industrious?’ she was asked.
Madnme Barracchia smiled. “1
once heard a well-known musician ‘n
Paris scy that there were only tvo
kinds of American girls, one the ser-
ions American, and that she was the
Snest woman in the world; the other
the frivolous American, and she was
the most frivolous; there was no me-
dium species. I don't know that I am
exactly of his opinion, but I have ob-
served that the American student
sometimes wishes to accomplish too
much in & short time and then over-
works, for she comes cver here and
wishes to combine study and the so-
called having a good time. It messns
waste of Ume and ruin to one's fulure
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pProspects every time The young
student must remember that art is
4n exacting mistress and many sac-
riflces must be made in her favor.”

“And what is your opinion of her
coming abroad alone?’

“it is bhetter, of course, for a girl
to come with some older and experi-
enced person, if possible, but there is
no reason why a sensible and well
brought up girl with a just sense of
her own dignity should not come over
to study alone. As long as she be-
baves herself no one will notice o=+
molest her. She must observe the
ordinary standard of what is proper
in any respectable walk of life. It
would be well for her, however, to re-
member that conditioma of life in a
large foreign clty are net the same
conditlons peculiar to a litle country
town In the United Btatus, and she
cannot bring the fresdom of American
girthood iInto forefan ofttes and net
pay soma cost.
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Good Volces Always in Demand.

“And another thing. T cannot pro-
test too strongly against girls offering
money 1o scoure engagements. It is
not neceseary., A good volce always
commands a price, even if little in the
beginnings and the girl who cannot
secure an engagement without paying
must persuade herself that there is
something wrong In her musical butfit
and had better go back home and save
herself years of bitter experience.”

» Dr, Mary Harriss, Florence's Ameri-
can woman physician, does not agree
with Madame Barracchia about the
American girl living abroad. She has
& pretty apartment ¥ the Hotel Ber-

chiellf, on the Lung’ Arno. She has

considerable experience to bass her
opinion on, since, after practising in
S8an Francisco, she came abroad study-
ing in Vienna and Rerlin. Last year
the earthquake In her Etty left her the
possesscr of four front stone steps in
place of a splendigd apartment house,
and after a visit home she decided to
settle permanontly in Florence.

“The worst thing," she began in
Answer to an Inquiry, ‘4s that our
girl students come abroaa with too
iittle capital. It was quite right years
ago when lving over here
cheap. But things have changed here
&3 well as at home. Prices of all kinds
have gone up, particularly in Italy.
In Germany one can stil]

was really

llve cheaply,
but hardly at the rate these giris ex-
pect. .
w W
Expeet to Live for Nothing. ...
“They hear of the cheapness abroad
and come expecting to Hve on monay
on which they would starve at home,
Now for instance, I have met a girl
who arrived with $3% to last her five
years. Some one had told har that
teaching could be found for her sup-
port. How can that be true when
teachers are everywhere willing to
glve lesons for even so low as a few
cents an hour? In Germany there are
women giving lessons for half a mark

or 12% cents ay n Ita the
ususl price for English lessons is a
lHra (20 ecents) ‘an hour. Another girl
had 3500 for a year to includa passage
money, lesons in music and languages

and board. Iy Parls such cases

at the worst. There many g
struggling along on aimost nothing
“The economies, ur ortunately, sre
along the lines of food and fire. Many,
aiso, live alone. In eonsequence, shive
ering and chilled, they eat for
re:idy cooked In small quant

ly served and without the

cured by sitting down to

serve¢ meal. And all the time the
brain is being worked nard when de-
prived of its fuel. Besides ving alone

preys on a girl's ‘spirits
must have some one to love

propinquity plays so large a part in

lave affairs, the nearest man at hand
finds a point of attack. And. if not a
man, often undesirable friendships are
formed,
w "
She Needs Home Life.

“A girl to he well and mal needs
the surroundings of home lif where
her emotions can have legitimarte play
and older people watch over her liv-
ing, sleeping, and eating Decidedly
I think morhers should not send these

girls abroad alone as they do Psy-
chologically and physically

wise. Some come at eigh

the whole responsibility
a strange land on their
Ner. ousness ~nd an

tion are the least of
consequent evils.”
“Are there many American women
physicians abroad?”’
“Not many, I think. I, for instance,

amn the only American wor

clan In Florence. The reason for this

snough to understand, f

is easy

ntal c¢

eign doctors in cont
are practically there on sufferenge,
unless they take the diplomas of the
couptry. In Germany they are not
allowed the doctor's titla, but must
put American diplomas on their signs.
Here in Florence the understanding
is that they do not practice among
Italii ns.”

A third American woman who is
prominent ip the life of Florence is
Signora Contl, wife of Dr. Guido C

ti. Before her .marrlage she was Miss
Florence Lizzie Healy, daughter of the

late Stephen Weston Healy, of Br
i¥rn, a brother of Augustus He:
president of the Brooklyn Institute of
Fine Arts. Stephen Healy entered the
Catholic Church in Italy, was made
a Cavaller of St. Gregory the Great
by Pope Leo XIII, and became a
member of the confraternity of the
famous Misericordia, & member of the
Third Order of St. Francis, and a dis-
tingulshed worker in the Order of St
Paul, Before his marriage he won
fame as a great travelar, ascending
Mt. Blanc and Mt. Vesuvius, and pen-
e‘rating African wilds.
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School for Dressmakers,
When & meres girl—she {8 not much
more now—Miss Healy became ime
premed by tales of the hardships of
Italian dresmakers’ apprentices.

While obtalning thelr training they
&are sent to make purchases in the

smaii shops kept by men of, too often,
uneaviable reputations. The results
have made the Florentine working girl
somewhat notorious. Miss Healy cone
cluded that if they could obtain thelr
training in a school and siar; in life
as wage-earners their future was like-
ly to be more prowuising She had
read of American soclal work and ac-
cordingly laid her own plans.

One dayv she opened her school in a
building on the grounds of nor father's
home. Later she rented a floor of a
house In the Via Pier Capponi and tnig
May moved to better guarters in the
Via del Seraglie, a street well known
to all tourists. Signora Conil recent~
ly explained her work, saying that her
dream was to have It become ap en-
dowed work with the name ‘“‘Ameri-
can Industrial School for Italian
Working Girls.” Her rooms are always
thronged with bright-eyed little Ital-
ianse, some busy at lessons. some sew-
ing h&rd in the dressmaking rooms,
others preparing dinner, others ciean-
ing halls and arranging pots and pana,
all happy-faced and smiling.
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Compulsory Course of Study.

“Sometimes I have had as many as
sixty-four,” sald Signora Healy-Conti
“We are required by the municipality
to furnish children who come with the
compulsory course of study, so I teach
them myself, asslsted by a teacher
whom J pay. We have a dressmaker
to Instruet the giris and I hope to
add a millinery depac-tment jater. The
domestic course ircludes cooking and
cleaning.”

“We give the whole school a daily
dinner,”” added Signora Healy Conti,
“the pupils prepare it entirely. They
set the table and clean the building.
One girl keeps accounts; another has
charge of our little library. Each
pupll, however, must become expe-
rienced in all the departments.™

The American woman who conducts
the “Arts and Crafts,” in Florence. is
Mrs. Arthur Murray Cobb, whoe was
Miss Littell, of the family of pub-
lishing fame.

the death of her hushand tais
winter, she took entire charge of the
work which Is carried on in Mra
Browning’'s old home, Casa Guidi, and
includes the exhibition of the picturss
of artists, of antique jewelry, leather
work, ete.; in fact, all included in the:
term “arts and crafis.”
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